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• 1.1. Towns are not only buildings: open space forms a fundamental part of the urban environment and the historic 

heritage of a town;

• 1.2. Open space covers a wide range of public and private areas both in historic towns and new communities and 

provides a framework for various activities that may change with time and use;

• …Open space covers a wide range of private and public areas including public squares, parks, pedestrian and traffic-

free areas, playgrounds, river banks, sports areas, railway concourses, boulevards and streets. In addition there is a 

large stock of unknown or neglected space, …

• 1.3. Open space is an essential part of the urban heritage, a strong element in the architectural and aesthetic form of 

a town,…

• 1.4. The enjoyment of open space contributes to the legitimate aspirations of urban inhabitants for an improvement in 

their quality of life, as well as to increased social cohesion, feelings of security and supports in this way the protection 

of the rights of man in his built environment;

• https://www.coe.int/en/web/landscape/reference-texts

Recommendation No. R (86) 11 on Urban Open Space 
Adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 12 September 1986 at the 399th meeting of the Ministers' Deputies



• 4. The architectural composition of the historic garden includes:

• Its plan and its topography.

• Its vegetation, including its species, proportions, colour schemes, spacing and respective heights.

• Its structural and decorative features.

• Its water, running or still, reflecting the sky.

• 5. As the expression of the direct affinity between civilisation and nature, and as a place of enjoyment suited to meditation 

or repose, the garden thus acquires the cosmic significance of an idealised image of the world, a "paradise" in the 

etymological sense of the term, and yet a testimony to a culture, a style, an age, and often to the originality of a creative 

artist.

• 10. In any work of maintenance, conservation, restoration or reconstruction of a historic garden, or of any part of it, all its 

constituent features must be dealt with simultaneously. To isolate the various operations would damage the unity of the 

whole.

• 15. No restoration work and, above all, no reconstruction work on a historic garden shall be undertaken without thorough 

prior research to ensure that such work is scientifically executed and which will involve everything from excavation to the 

assembling of records relating to the garden in question and to similar gardens. Before any practical work starts, a project 

must be prepared on the basis of said research and must be submitted to a group of experts for joint examination and 

approval.

• https://www.icomos.org/charters/gardens_e.pdf

Florence Charter on Historic Gardens, ICOMOS-IFLA, 21 May 1981



‘Landscape’ means an area [space], 
as perceived by people, 
whose character is the result of 
the action and interaction of natural and/or human factors1

cultural CONCEPT
physical REALITY
immaterial IMAGINATION

Ratified as law in Latvia as of 1 October 2007

https://rm.coe.int/1680080621

European Landscape Convention, 20 October 2000



• 5. This Recommendation addresses the need to better integrate and frame urban heritage conservation strategies within the 

larger goals of overall sustainable development, in order to support public and private actions aimed at preserving and 

enhancing the quality of the human environment. It suggests a landscape approach for identifying, conserving and 

managing historic areas within their broader urban contexts, by considering the interrelationships of their physical forms, 

their spatial organization and connection, their natural features and settings, and their social, cultural and economic values.

• The landscape approach is a framework for making landscape-level conservation decisions. The landscape approach helps to 

reach decisions about the advisability of particular interventions (such as a new road or plantation), and to facilitate the 

planning, negotiation and implementation of activities across a whole landscape.

• 8. The historic urban landscape is the urban area understood as the result of a historic layering of cultural and natural values 

and attributes, extending beyond the notion of “historic centre” or “ensemble” to include the broader urban context and its 

geographical setting. 

• 9. This wider context includes notably the site’s topography, geomorphology, hydrology and natural features, its built 

environment, both historic and contemporary, its infrastructures above and below ground, its open spaces and gardens, its 

land use patterns and spatial organization, perceptions and visual relationships, as well as all other elements of the urban 

structure. It also includes social and cultural practices and values, economic processes and the intangible dimensions of 

heritage as related to diversity and identity.

• https://whc.unesco.org/uploads/activities/documents/activity-638-98.pdf

Recommendation on the Historic Urban Landscape, UNESCO, 10 November 2011



CONCEPT AND SCALE OF
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
DISCIPLINE

Origins of term:

Gilbert Laing Meason. On The Landscape Architecture of 
the Great Painters of Italy (London, 1828). 

Andrew Jackson Downing. A treatise on the theory and 
practice of landscape gardening. (1841). Section: 
Landscape or rural architecture.



Centralpark in New York 1868
Frederick Law Olmsted, Calvert Vaux 341 ha
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Timeline



1201 Dome cathedral and later Closter garden
1650 finished construction of bastions
1711 established Viesturdārzs by Tsar Peter I,  he planted tilia.
1711 established the first regular park Viesturdārzs in Riga by Tsar Peter I
1813 established Committee of Suburban greenery "Priekšpilsētu apstādījum

komiteja", in 1879 renamed as Riga Garden Bureau "Rīgas dārzu pārvaldi"
1817,1819,1861 Emancipation reform of peasantry
1857 Reconstruction of Fortification to Green Belt by Johans Daniels Felsko, Otto Dīce
1857-1863 demolition of bastions
1858-1861 Landscape garden plan, designed distantly by A. Vendt
1850-1860ies First national Awakening led by the Young Latvians
1879 Riga Garden and Park Bureau replaced Commission for 

Suburban Greenery 
1880 Georg Kuphaldt, German landscape architect director 

position of in Riga Garden and Park Bureau 
1899 Imperial Russia Riga Garden Division established, the 1st Head Fricis

Aleksandrs Lasmanis (1862 - 1941) – society for Latvian gardeners
1901 Mežaparks - the garden city project
1910 Bulduri Secondary School of Gardening - the oldest gardening school

in the Baltic States, in May 1930 started to teach beauty-gardeners 
1914-1918 First World War
1915-1944 Andrejs Zeidaks director of Riga Garden and Park Bureau
1947-1967 Kārlis Barons director of Riga Garden and Park Bureau



Landscape urbanism



Green-blue system



Filippo Paulucci
1812-1849 

Governor General of Riga 
and later of Livonia

1813 - 1879

The Burning of the St. Petersburg Suburb of Riga on June 11-12, 1812
K. T. Fetchhelm. Museum of the History of Riga and Navigation, Riga, Latvia.

http://dcdc.lpi.du.lv/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/Anita-Cerpinska-2010.pdf

1812 Burning of suburbs due to 
expectation of Napoleon forces

1813 Commission for Suburban 
Greenery –
1st governance institution of 
landscape architecture in Riga

TURNING TRAGEDY INTO LANDSCAPE HERITAGE

COMMISION 
FOR SUBURBAN GREENERY 



1863

Carl Gotthard Hess. Riga from Vermane garden over burned suburbs http://www.rigamuz.lv/rvkm/izstades_/izstades_virtualas/virtuala-izstade-grafikas-kolekcija-muzeja-krajuma/

BURNED SUBBURBS – OPEN SPACE FOR GREEN BELT



1813

Reglement über die Wiederaufbauung der Rigaschen Vorstädte und das Verhältnisz der Vorstädte zu den Befeztigungen von Riga. 1813. Source: LNB. 

SUBURBAN RENEWAL PLAN 
Commision for Suburban Greenery

Innovative green infrastructure project –
military landscape design

130 axes – no building were permitted

80 axes – gardens, alleys, greenery 
(up to Elizabetes Street) 

50 axes – vegetable gardens 
(along Pētersalas, Stabu, Aizsargu, Katoļu
streets)

Riga city repurchases lands

Regular street network with 
octagonal public piazzas on intersections

Led by governor general Filippo Paulucci,
designed by military engineer Johan Trusson , 
city gardeners:
Johann Hermann Zigra,
Friedrich Wilhelm -Thieme, et al.



1763-1789



Plan der Gouvernements-Stadt Riga mit ihrem Vorstädten. 1867. LNB

1711 Peter I established the 1st 
regular park Viesturdārzs

1798 Johann Hermann Zigra - the 
well-known gardener established the 
1st plant nursery on Ganību Dambis, 
street in Riga. In 1853 the nursery 
became the property of the J.Bähr. 

1816 K.H. Wagner nursery

1817 Vērmanes (Wöhrmanns) 
Garden inauguration – public park

1836 C.W. Schoch Horticultural firm 

1864–80 Friedrich Wilhelm - Thieme
city chief gardener 1839–49, Thiems
Kunstgarten nursery



Zigra, J. (1803).
Der Baum-Gärtner 
oder ausführliche 
Anweisung zur 
Obstbaumzucht / 
geschrieben für 
unser nördliches 
Klima von Johann 
Herrmann Zigra, 
Handlungsgärtner 
und Mitglied der 
russisch Kaiserl. 
litterärisch
praktischen 
Societät zu Riga.



Rīgas plāns 1700. 
gadā. Gabriela 
Bodenēra vara 
gravīra, ap 1710. 
gadu. Oriģināls 
atrodas Rīgas 
vēstures un 
kuģniecības muzejā, 
VRVM 32504.

https://lv.wikipedia.
org/wiki/R%C4%AB
gas_nocietin%C4%8
1jumi



Rīgas 
aizsargvaļņu 
pārbūves 
projekts 

1857

Johans Daniels 
Felsko, 
Otto Dīce, 
Apstādījumu
projekts A. Vendts



https://kultura
skanons.lv/arc
hive/vecrigas-
siluets/



Iekšējie Smilšu 

vārti 1857.gadā







Jānis Krastiņš.

Rīgas bulvāru loka 
apbūves vēsture.

1870.

Krievijas Valsts kara 
vēstures arhīvs, 349. 
fonds, 36. apraksts, 
987. lieta



Jānis Krastiņš.

Rīgas bulvāru loka 
apbūves vēsture.

1871.

Latvijas Valsts 
vēstures arhīvs, A-
288. fonds, 1. 
apraksts, 892. lieta



Jānis Krastiņš.

Rīgas bulvāru loka 
apbūves vēsture.

1871.

Latvijas Valsts 
vēstures arhīvs, A-
288. fonds, 1. 
apraksts, 892. lieta



1880
1899
1913
1920

Kuphaldt, & Kuphaldt, Georg. 
(1913). Планъ городских 
садовъ и скверовъ между 
старымъ городомъ и 
петербургскою частью въ Ригъ
[plāns] / Директоръ
городскихъ садовъ: [G. Kūfalts]. 
Рига: [б. м.].



Rīgas plāns 

1862

Irēna Bākule, Arnis Siksna. 
Rīga ārpus
nocietinājumiem: pilsētas
plānotā izbūve un pārbūve
no 17. gadsimta līdz
Pirmajam pasaules karam.
2009.

Francs Edvards Todlēbens



by Arnolds Lamze in 1924

Rīgas pilsēta un agrārreforma : rakstu krājums 
(1924)



G. Kuphaldt.
Die Praxis der 
angewandten 
Dendrologie in 
Park und Garten
Published by
Parey Verlag, 
Berlin, 1927

Kuphaldt G. 
Städtische 
Gartenanlagen und
ihre Bedeutung für Riga 
(Vortrag vom 25.
Januar 1909). 
In: Hefte der 
Gesellschaft
für kommunale 
Sozialpolitik in Riga, II.
Jahrgang, Heft, Nr. 10, S. 
3–16



Riga Und Seine Bauten / Herausgegeben Vom Rigaschen Technischen Verein Und Vom Rigaschen Architekten-Verein. Riga: Verlag Des "Rigaer Tageblatt", 1903. 
http://kramerius.difmoe.eu/search/i.jsp?pid=uuid:b42e3e36-5973-44f5-a7ac-21924ed60fdf#monograph-page_uuid:4d7292e4-13d0-4bd9-adfb-8b02ff383535

Blumenbach, A. Zur Geschichte Der öffentlichen Anlagen Und Gärten Der Stadt Riga / Von A. Blumenbach, Staatsrath, Dim. Präses Der Rigaschen Stadt-Gartenverwaltung. Riga: 
Buchdruckerei Des Rigaer Tageblatts (P. Kerkovius), 1913. https://dspace.lu.lv/dspace/handle/7/46484

Pūka, Langenfelds, Auns, Lāce, Pūka, Tarass, Langenfelds, Voldemārs, Auns, Muntis, Lāce, Baiba, and Botāniskais Dārzs. Rīgas Sabiedriskie Apstādījumi : īsa Vēsture. Koki, Krūmi, 
Ziemcietes / Autori: T. Pūka ... [u.c.] Latvijas PSR Zinātņu Akadēmija. Botāniskais Dārzs. Rīga: Zinātne, 1988.

Bākule, Irēna, and Arnis Siksna. Rīga ārpus Nocietinājumiem : Pilsētas Plānotā Izbūve Un Pārbūve No 17. Gadsimta Līdz Pirmajam Pasaules Karam = Riga beyond the Walls : The 
City's Planned Growth and Transformation from the 17th Century to the First World War / Irēna Bākule, Arnis Siksna. Rīga: Neputns, 2009.

Kaaver, Anne. Maastikuaednik Georg Kuphaldt 1853-1938. Tallinn: Keskkonnainvesteeringute Keskus. 2003. (Translation in Latvian: Rīgas Dārzu Arhitekts Georgs Kūfalts / Anne 
Kāvere ; [no Igauņu Valodas Tulkojusi Marika Muzikante]. Rīga: Jumava, 2007.)



Kanālmala



1880
1899
1913
1920

Kuphaldt, & Kuphaldt, Georg. 
(1913). Планъ городских 
садовъ и скверовъ между 
старымъ городомъ и 
петербургскою частью въ Ригъ
[plāns] / Директоръ
городскихъ садовъ: [G. Kūfalts]. 
Рига: [б. м.].
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Jānis Krastiņš.

Rīgas bulvāru loka 
apbūves vēsture.

1870.

Krievijas Valsts kara 
vēstures arhīvs, 349. 
fonds, 36. apraksts, 
987. lieta

1416 Riflemen fields in suburbs

1859 The Riga German Riflemen
Association was founded

1864 Russia's Tsar donates land

1920 Parlament considers a proposal to
instruct the government to draft a law on the

alienation of the Riflemen Garden.
Saeima Transcripts, No.2 (01.05.1920).

1931 The city of Riga repurchases the
garden from the German Riflemen Association

and names it the Kronvalds Garden

1934 Reconstruction Project were
approved

1965 The second part of the Officers'
House was added to the garden
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Square. Georg Kuphaldt.
Riga Greek Orthodox Seminary 1879, now The Institute of Anatomy and Anthropology (IAA) at Rīga Stradiņš University
From 1951, a tram line was built, later expanded, creating a circle of route destination

1881CONTINUITY OF GREEN BELT UP TO THE RIVER DAUGAVA



Arboretum



Jēkaba and Pils squares



1880
1899
1913
1920

Kuphaldt, & Kuphaldt, Georg. 
(1913). Планъ городских 
садовъ и скверовъ между 
старымъ городомъ и 
петербургскою частью въ Ригъ
[plāns] / Директоръ
городскихъ садовъ: [G. Kūfalts]. 
Рига: [б. м.].



Jānis Krastiņš.

Rīgas bulvāru loka 
apbūves vēsture.

1870.

Krievijas Valsts kara 
vēstures arhīvs, 349. 
fonds, 36. apraksts, 
987. lieta
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Zeidaks, Andrejs, 1874-1964.  Jēkaba 
laukums [plāns].    Rīga, [193-].  3 plāni 
: rasējumi un gaismas kopija ; 111 x 
141 cm un mazāki.          RXA251,64



A. ZeidaksG.Kuphaldt







https://fajans.l
v/auction/2525



Garden city



Garden cities of to-morrow, E. Howard 

1898, 1902

http://urbanplanning.library.cornell.edu/DOCS/howard.htm

http://urbanplanning.library.cornell.edu/DOCS/howard.htm


Mežaparks – Garden 
city in Riga
Idea 1898
by Riga city chief 
engineer Adolf Agthe

Project 1901
by landscape architect 
Georg Kuphalt

Riga Garden city plan



1910





1913

Kuphaldt
Georg 
1853-
1938



1913

Kuphaldt Georg 
1853-1938



Esplande









https://www.acadlib.lu.lv/riga700/



Riga 700 anniverasry
exibition

















https://lv.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Esplan%C4
%81de_(R%C4%ABg
a)#/media/Att%C4%
93ls:R%C4%ABgas_B
ir%C5%BEas_komer
cskola_Esplan%C4%
81d%C4%93_pirms_
1914.jpg

















Parks













Viestura park







STREETSPACE



The Theatre Boulevard. 1913. 
Jāzeps Grosvalds (1891-1920)
[view from Grosvalds’ apartment]

https://www.artnouveauriga.lv/products/latvian-artists-series-the-
theatre-boulevard-in-riga



Park frames by boulevards and build volumes1903
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walk – alley –drive – velo – ride – velo – drive - walk

1910

Kuphaldt, Georg, 
1853-1938



Year 189-?









TIMELINE OF GREEN STREET 
STRUCTURE

1812
2002
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