[image: ]
Closing the Word Gap
2019-1-UK01-KA229-061373_1
Study Visit #3 : Escola Joan Rebull - Reus, Spain 
3rd to 5th November 2021
	The objectives of the project are to:
• analyse and share existing strategies and resources for improving oracy to close the gap between disadvantaged learners and their peers
• identify common areas of strength and priorities for development
• undertake study visits to partner schools to investigate the policies and practice in the context of those schools
• use the outcomes of the study visits to improve provision and practice in identifying and addressing oracy disadvantage
• produce a report on the outcomes of each study visit, sets of case studies and recommendations for school policy
• disseminate the outcomes widely

The outputs of the project will be:
• An online platform hosting the project website, reports and case studies
• A set of case studies
• An impact report incorporating recommendations for school policy
• A dissemination strategy including examples of best practice, online materials and events in 4 countries





Wednesday 3rd November 2021
Welcome and introductions
We were warmly welcomed by the project team and the school management, as we were given more in-depth information about the school. Interestingly, while teaching is conducted in Catalan, learning resources can be also in other languages like Spanish, French or English. Only 50% of pupils speak Catalan at home, so it is the other 50% pupils’ main chance of learning and practicing Catalan. Various activities across the school are used to promote multilingualism, including weather displays in English, months and seasons in Catalan, Spanish and English.
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Observed Activity 1: Show me your world
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The pupils then use the questions in the star for their presentation as well as the tips in the following picture.
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The pupils are assessed in a constructive manner by their peers and by their teacher using the rubrics bellow
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Observed Activity 2: I see, I think, I wonder
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The pupils describe what they see, then they describe their thoughts and finally they wonder about other things related to the picture.
As this activity is done across all years using the same picture, the best contributions are put on display at the entrance hall of the school
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Observed Activity 3: Speaking for writing
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The children first discuss a topic, in this case the season of chestnuts – Castanyada, and then they write the words that had been discussed. There is an online tool to facilitate the activity. The training resources came from the government, two teachers self-trained and then cascaded the method to their colleagues. 

Observed Activity 4: Yoga
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Yoga is used a as a way to calm down, focus and learn the importance of well-being and taking care of their own mind. Teachers have followed a course about yoga for children encouraging self-regulation and mindfulness. After initiation by the teacher, sessions can be led by the children, rather than by the teacher. 
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Observed Activity 5: The bag of mysterious objects
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This activity encourages public speaking in front of a gathered audience. This 3-minute activity is then evaluated by the teaches, the speaker themselves and their peers. 
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Thursday 4th November 2021
On the second day, the focus was on pre-school education and on the various approaches to supporting children with SEND.
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Observed Activity 6: Morning activities at pre-school level
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It was most interesting to observe that children were encouraged to describe their emotions on the morning whether through words or at least through pictures. It helps the children be more aware of their own feelings and how they affect their surroundings. It helps well as the teacher who can better support and understand the pupils’ behaviour on the day.


Observed Activity 7: Learning environments at pre-school level
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Observed Activities 8: Addressing Special Educational Needs 
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We were able to observe:
· 3 to 4 hours of support a week fr specific non-severe needs like non-native speakers
· Severely affected pupils with SEN go to daily 2-hour sessions of Intensive support for Inclusive Education, but they send most of the time in class with the other children.
· There is a Psychomotricity class available where music is associated with movement
· Speech therapy is conducted by a qualified speech therapist working with 2 children at a time
· It is the SEN teacher who grades the main subjects of Maths, Catalan and Spanish.
· Inclusiveness is also fostered among the other children.


Friday 5th November 2021
On the third day, the focus was on whole school activities focusing on art and reading.
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Observed Activity 9: Autumn Centre of Interest 
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We observed a specific activity with 3to4-year-olds where early awareness of letters and sounds is developed through pictures: First the picture is covered, and the children guess the sounds based on the letters of the word represented by the picture. Then the picture is uncovered. 

Observed Activity 10: Artists’ Assembly 
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We observed an activity where children are first presented with a variety of activities in the different areas of the classroom and then they choose where they want to work and create. 
Observed Activity 11: Reading Club 
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General observation:
All partners were impressed by the organisation and the content of the training event and also grateful for the opportunity to learn in observation and discussion with the colleagues from the partner countries. 
Overall it was an amazingly well organised workshop where plenty of observation led to fruitful discussions of similarities and differences, and namely great inspiration for additional oracy-supporting activities in the partner schools.
The participants in the activity observed the strategies used at the school in Reus. They were able to see how the 'Closing the Gap' methodology has been adapted to the Spanish context. The workshop discussion and the common drafting of the case study allowed the participants to gain the skills for follow-up activities on return to school. The teachers had an opportunity to consider whether what they have observed can apply to their own methodology in the classroom. On return they will cascade the results of their activities to colleagues and also lead on the joint follow-up activities.

All partners contribute to this table considering their national and local contexts.
	CHALLENGES
	STRATEGIES
	EXPECTED IMPACT

	Using the different topics addressed in the study visit, please, identify any related challenges faced by your school / group of schools
	What strategies can you adopt in order to tackle the challenges described in the first column?
	What is the expected impact of a proposed strategy and how will it be measured?
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o They take it home and they do something special with the
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o Parents send a photo of this activity to the dass e-mail.
o 0n the day of the oral presentation the pupil uses this photo to
give a talk to the rest of the class.





image7.png
MATERIALS:

WHO
aui
STAR
com /A aut
HOW ™\ eemaut " WHAT
7 WHY
o N |
N
OoN QUAN

WHERE WHEN





image8.png
MATERIALS:

TIPS FOR A GREAT
PRESENTATION

(Years 5 and 6)





image9.png
MATERIALS

ORAL EXPRESSION
RUBRIC





image10.png
MATERIALS

ORAL CXPRESSION
RUBRIC





image11.png
[ SEE, [ THINK, T WONDER

9]

VEIG PENSO EM
PREGUNTO





image12.png
LEVED LEARNING AINS

« Cultate cnvironmental awarencss by means of @ picare
from PS5 To Year 6 t will ad pupils to tak abot and discuss

3-11 year olds)

* help pupils to understand how our behaviour has an
impact on the environment.

 Interiorize a pattern of visual thinking to talk about a
Lopic.

* Encourage pupils to make careful obscrvations and
thoughtful interpretations.





image13.png
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o tach month the teacher shows a photo to the
class. This picture is related to environmental
issues, and it is used to Stimulate curiosity and
set the stage for inquiry.

e The pupils follow a pattern of thinking by
answering 3 questions.
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LEVEL
p3 and P4
(3 and 4 year olds)

LEARNING AlMNS

- Express emotions and ideas through oral language

- Participate in conversational moments.

- Understand the communicative intentions of others.
- Adapt speech and communication to the context

- Get started in the social uses of the language
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Pupils are welcomed into the classroom
by the teacher.

Each child is greeted in a personal
manner.

They remove their backpacks and
Jackets and sit all together on the rug

LISTEN AND PREDICT

We Form a circle and we are ready For the Following activities
- What we will do today?

- Sing the good morning song

- Talk about their Feelings
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LEARNING ENVIRONIENTS
DEVELOPHENT

* The pupils are shown the specific envirorments so they know what
material is available
* It's a non-directed activity: they are free to play and build
Following their own desires
* The role of the teacher: guiding and collecting relevant anecdotes.
* We have 5 learring environments:
1. CONSTRUCTION
2. ROLE PLAY
3. SENSORY CLASS
4. MATHS AND LoaiC
5. LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION
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* When the signal sounds, it's time to tidy up the space.
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Who were you with?
o Did you discover anything?
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(Magretized letters and objects
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TARGET STUDENTS

- Different types of
disorders

- Different subjects

- Between 1 and 3 sessions
(depending on the difficulties
observed)
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olds).

TEACHER AllS

o Increase their vocabulary.

o Improve oral expression

o Help students experiencing difficulties in
other subjecs.
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the functionality of the Catalan language.

- Contextualized learning according to changes
in their immediate environment.

I is compatible with the work of the speech
and language teacher.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER

DESCRIPTION

One student puts the crown on her/his head and the teacher
sticks an autumn image on It so that the child can't see it.
This child has To ask questions about the image To his/her
dlassmates and they can only give yes/no answers.
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- identify and expand the pupil's vocabulary.
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LEARNING AlMNS

- Introduce vocabulary related to the artistic Field
- Discover artists and their creations from different
eras and typologies

- Expand vocabulary related to self-expression and
emotions
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The activity is divided into 3 parts
1.BEFORE READING

- Presentation of the book, the author, the illustrator, the publisher, cdition

and the synapsc.

we formulate different hypotheses from the title and the cover image.
i =

1. DURING READING TIrE y

Each week we will agree on reading a part of the story, and from session
to session we will discuss the characters and their situations. We will give
our opinions, make predictions, make connections, ctc.
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READING CLUB

The activity is divided into 3 parts
3. AFTER READING
We will end up doing a questionnaire about the content of the story or we will

ask them to make @ book-trailer
We @n also watch the film version to compare it with the original story from

the book or record an audio with the opinion of cach student.
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LEARNING AIMS

o Improve oral expression using a personal
experience.

o Internalise @ model to make the oral presentation
easier.




