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Aust-Agder County 

• The political system in Norway is 

comprised of three levels: 

national, regional and local.  

The 19 counties of Norway 

represent the regional level.  

 

• Aust-Agder County consists of 15 

municipalities. 

Aust-Agder County 
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County–level activities and services 

 

• Health care and social welfare 

• Education 

• Development of industry 

• Regional planning 

• Transport and Communications 

• Cultural activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The total number of county employees is roughly 1100. 

(Communications and transport) 

(Business sectors) 

(Adminstration and expences) 

(Education) 

(Dental care) 

(Culture) 



  Background 

Regional plan Agder 2020 

Decision in county Council: 

 

Increased commitment for 

Local development 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My team:  

territorial  

development 

 

 
planning 

business development 

public health 

cultural heritage 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 towns: 

Risør 

Arendal 

Grimstad 

Lillesand  

Tvedestrand 





The white painted wooden buildings 

dominates Risør, and the town is one of 

our best preserved 



Our towns are our regions most important cultural heritage 



Sentrumskvartalet i dag 



Courtyard potential for development 



Student project: new buildings fitting 

in to old  neibourhood 





Outdoor stage for 

music performers 



Diving centre 



Idea for small cheap flats 



Fence and climbing structure for 

a kindergarten 













30 years celebration for the market place 















Arendal 2023 

 
I 2023 er det 300 år siden Arendal fikk bystatus 



MÅL: 150  

NYE BOLIGER 



New playground  in town 





Plans and model of the habour areas: 

Grimstad 







Life between the buildings 

Grimstad 



Main meeting place along the pedestrian street 



Public participation for the new library 



And move the cars away from the waterside 







Smith Pettersens brygge  

underveis 

Smith Pettersens brygge underveis 





Legg inn tegning av nytt bibliotek 

The long term aim is to create a waterside space attractive for 

everybody 



Existing 

Police 

station 

transforms 

to Library 



Old Fuhr wine cellar Grimstad 



Fuhr: 2 different 

proposals for 

transformation: flats 

and small  houses 

 

Illustration below: 

this is going to be 

built 



Lillesand 



Lillesand have a lovely habour setting 



Especially attractive houses and 

gardens in Lillesand 



Example of new house fitting in with the exsiting ones 



New flats in 

Lillesand fitting 

in with the old 

town 



Flower shop in charming 

building in Lillesand 



Cars parked on the waterside 

Not an attraction! 



Cars parked in most of the open spaces in Lillesand 



Cafes and small shops creates life and meeting 

places in Lillesand 



The street should  be pedestrianized, and filled with more people 



Invitation to everybody to come with ideas for improving the town 



Posters put up outside the shops 



Broad crossection 

of people took place 

in the workshop 



Presentation of the 

good ideas 





Summary of the ideas put on plan 



Parking under ground/ new building 

on top 



Secure 

the 

historic 

qualities 

and 

meeting 

places 

indoors 

and 

outdoors 



facilitating 

children and 

young families 



plan for 

the 

elderly in 

the town 
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Create good  

meetingplaces for all 

people 



Byløft project: Lower part of town, to visit later today 



Tvedestrand habour 

area 



Byloft is a town development project: 

Make a masterplan:  

• Restore the main street 

• Put life into the old buildings  

• Improve the spaces 

• Find solutions for car parking 

• Infill with new buildings 

www.byloft2014.no 

 

http://www.byloft2014.no/


Hulgata before 

restoring 



Temorary park on the 

habour area summer 2013 



create network with other 

towns 





cultural path 

part of the 

project 



Men, problem med tomme hus  





Problem with 

rubbish bins 



Empty windows/ shops 



 

Lack of 

maintenace of 

vegetation on 

public/ private 

ground 





Painting the old building, Tvedestrand 



  

Finding the old colours for 

the buildings  



Public 

improvements 

spill over to 

private intitiative 



Happy inhabitants! 



Young and old are wanted back in town to fill the buildings 



Summary: 

• The cultural history and the special characteristics of 

the towns is important 

• Allow modern architecture to renew and enhance the 

old buildings 

• Create good meeting places indoors and outdoors for 

everybody 

• Renew and preserve our old buildings for the future, 

they are our best assets for our towns 

 



To visit: NÆS ironworks museum 1665-1959 

 


