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Why to study stories?

« The transition to climate neutrality requires not only engineering solutions and
appropriate legislation but also active public engagement.

« Stories or narratives can either promote (or hinder) habit change and proactive
action.

For example:
Climate change has always existed and always will; humans cannot influence it.
Climate change is a fabrication, a scam, or a conspiracy serving someone's interests.
Latvia is not a major polluter and cannot significantly impact climate change mitigation.

The climate in Latvia is becoming warmer, and climate change is not necessarily a bad
thing.

Climate change presents an opportunity to foster innovation and promote economic growth.

Climate change threatens Latvia's nature, public health, and property, making it necessary
to fight it.
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political, media, business and societal levels (2020.-
CLINAP 2023.)
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@ Research on climate change narratives across

Political narrative  Media narrative Business narrative l Societal
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Conceptual framework of strategic narratives (Miskimmon et al.
2013)

« Astrategic narrative is
crafted intentionally
with the aim of
Influencing and

altering audience g?rrr:gﬂ\(;ﬁ Narrative
behaviour to achieve a projection
strategic objective.

« The impact of a
strategic narrative is
greater when it is Narrative
aligned across all perception

phases of the
narrative’s lifecycle.
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In one-third of the analyzed units, no narrative - a causally linked
storyline - was identified

Society
Business
Media

Political
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B With narrative ™ No narrative
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Politika Mediji Bizness Sabiedriba

Korporativa sociala atbildiba 1 80 261 “
Atzisana 25 31
Narrative alignment is limited. o] & e
Iespf'eja ekonomikai 23 73 21 71
Four narratives observed at the political level S st 1 = 2 -
lek Sa parvaldib.

resonate across other levels. it omres 4 o ’ o
Pietiekams finanséjums 3 22 37
Individuala atbiIJdTba 2 39 21
L . . Ziemeleiropas valsts 2 39 8 10
Recognition: Climate change poses a threat [also to Latvia] Resursu dazadosana 5 42 1
. Paradumu maina 1 30 6
(nature, human life, health, property, etc.). Ekonomikas, vides un socialais idzsvars| 4 1 1 27
Piegadataju dazadosana 2 30 1
Ambitions: The EU and Latvia must be ambitious and Va';igf;°pfg:;§k;a;;’gg;;;j . Y & -
promote proactive climate policies i K V;j;jg}fpgz n 4 >
. . . ) Briseles spiediens 2 18 3
Duty: Latvia must comply with EU climate requirement. - Pragmatisms 1 20
Narrative develops in two directions: either too diligent S 5 o
adherence or insufficient compliance. Viceeaae 5 ’ "
Uzraudziba 13

Economic opportunity: Climate change offers prospects Kimats & kars .
. i . - . ezdarbiba 3 1 3

for innovation, entrepreneurship, and Latvia's economic Pozitiva ietekme 6
h Atpalicéjs 6

gl’OW’[ . Parliectbas trikums 6
Cilvéktiestbas 1 4

Dabas aizsardziba 4

Zema prioritate 4
RIGAS STRADINA Klimata pielagoSanas 2 1
- i Atspékosana 2

UNIVERSTIATE AER izaF:cinéjums 1

Baltijas jdras piesarnojums 1
e pNeskak;rTba

Citi 3 1 3
Nav narativa 16 44




@ The narrative is rooted in a technocratic process that is well

CLINAP understood by officials but may diminish public interest.

s it adapted to Latvia’s specific Is there adequate funding?
situation?

EU regulation

! (too ambitious or
_ \ insufficiently implemented)

Is the decision-making
process inclusive?

%M:\ﬁ’ ‘fr -

Is there a balance between
environmental, economic and social
goals?

Environment



@ Climate change perception in Latvian society

CLINAP
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» In Latvian society, climate change issues have long had
low resonance.

> |Is this the cause or the consequence of climate change
communication?
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Share of respondents, who chose climate change (and the environment) as the most

Euro b arometer: important issue facing the EU and their respective country (in %)
fo r L atv | an Year (Season) Main concern at the EU level Main concern at national level
Fesl d en tS y C | 1M a.te EU-average Latvia EU-average Latvia
. 2013 (Spring) 3 n.a. 4 0
Change IS nOt a 2013 (Autumn) 4 3 5 0
pnonty ISSuUe to 2014 (Spring) 5 5 5 n.a.
2014 (Autumn) 7 3 7 1
address 2015 (Spring) ; i ; 1
2015 (Autumn) 6 2 6 1
2016 (Spring) 6 3 6 1
2016 (Autumn) 8 4 7 1
2017 (Spring) 8 3 7 1
2017 (Autumn) 12 8 10 1
2018 (Spring) 11 7 10 2
2018 (Autumn) 16 9 14 2
2019 (Spring) 22 12 20 4
2019 (Autumn) 24 18 21 2
2020 (Summer) 20 15 14 2
2021 (Winter) 20 15 13 2
2021 (Summer) 25 20 18 2
2021-2022 (Winter) 26 12 16 1
2022-2023 (Winter) 20 8 n.a. n.a
B RIGAS STRADINA 2023 (Spring) 22 11 16 3
UNIVERSITATE 2023 (Autumn) 16 5 13 2
2024 (Spring) 16 5 14 3

Author s compilation. Source: Standard Eurobarometers (European Commission) from Spring 2013 to Spring 2024.
Available at: https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/browse/all/series/4961



https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/browse/all/series/4961

Survey: climate change is a geographically distant problem

Please, evaluate how important the problem of climate change is ...(%)
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Hardto say mlItis nota problem mIitis a serious problem

el RIGAS STRADINA - Source: A nationally representative sociological survey about climate change (n = 1009), carried out in May

Sl UNIVERSITATE 2021 with the support of the RSU grant for CLIMYTH (RSU/PP/2020-05). A nationally representative
sociological survey about climate change (n = 1000), carried out in July 2023 with the support of the CLINAP
project supported by the Latvian Council of Science (I1zp-2020/1-0047).



Survey: Latvian residents are poorly informed about the sectors that impact
climate change

Which sector in Latvia has the greatest impact on the climate?
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2023 with the support of the CLINAP project supported by the Latvian Council of Science (Izp-2020/1-0047).



Survey: Waste sorting and reducing the consumption of single-use items are the
most popular activities, followed by energy saving

Kuras no Sim aktivitatem pédéja gada laika Jus esat veicis, lai mazinatu savu ietekmi uz klimatu? (%)

Griti pateikt/ NA

Uzstadijis saules panelus

legadajies energotaupigu maju/dzivokli

legadajies elektrotransportlidzekli

Samazinajis galas patérinu uztura

legadajies jaunu automasinu ar mazu degvielas patérinu

Apzinati izvélejies neiegadaties kadu preci

Majas/dzivokla siltumizolacija

legadajies lietotu preci

Videi draudzigu alternativu izmantoSana personiska transporta vieta
Labojis\ remontéjis sallzusu vai sapléstu lietu

Energijas taupi$ana, iegadajoties jaunus majsaimniecibas priekSmetus
Vienreiz lietojamo priekSmetu patérina samazinasana

Atkritumu SkiroSana
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Survey: potential of scientists is not fully employed in shaping the narrative
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RIGAS STRADINA  Source: A nationally representative sociological survey about climate change (n = 1009), carried out in May 2021 with the support of
UNIVERSITATE the RSU grant for CLIMYTH (RSU/PP/2020-05). A nationally representative sociological survey about climate change (n = 1000), carried
out in July 2023 with the support of the CLINAP project supported by the Latvian Council of Science (Izp-2020/1-0047).




How to communicate

about climate change in
_atvia?
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VADLINIJAS KLIMATA PARMAINU
STRATEGISKA NARATIVA LATVIJA UZLABOSANAI

Bagatavotaz projekta “Mo visnaldzibas [Tdz parmainim klimata politika: politizsk3 narativa un
sabiadribas uztveres miptedarbibas uzlabosana Latvya™
(CLINAP) (lzp-2020/1-0047) 1etvaros
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Thank youl!
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